
GLOBAL LONDON: MAIN TABLE

56 Legal Business March/April 2023

TOP 50  (1-25)

Global  
London  
rank by  
no. of 
lawyers

Firm name
Date founded

LONDON FEE-EARNERS PARTNERSHIP GROWTH

Total fee- 
earners

(% change on 
previous year)

Total  
partners

% of  tier 
1 L500 

London 
rankings

English- 
qualified 
lawyers

Other 
qualified 
lawyers 
in office

Partner 
promotions 

in latest 
round

(as % of  
total 

London 
partners)

Change in 
London lawyer 

headcount 
2017-22

=1 Baker McKenzie 
Office founded: 1961 563 (7%) 128 26% 550 13 (3) (2%) 45%

=1 Kirkland & Ellis 
Office founded: 1994 497 (18%) 189 38% 388 33 (26) (14%) 166%

=1 Latham & Watkins 
Office founded: 1990 589 (8%) 131 25% 391 198 (10) (8%) 79%

4 White & Case 
Office founded: 1971 502 (8%) 135 23% 406 96 (8) (6%) 12%

5 Simpson Thacher 
Office founded: 1978 196 (6%) 35 27% 145 51 (7) (20%) 69%

6 Dentons 
Office founded: 1788 395 (17%) 101 16% 310 85 (3) (3%) -8%

7 Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner 
Office founded: 1932 433 (0%) 119 13% 421 12 (12) (10%) n/a

8 Reed Smith 
Office founded: 2001 365 (3%) 128 13% 331 34 (8) (6%) -1%

9 Debevoise & Plimpton 
Office founded: 1989 148 (18%) 26 23% 100 48 (1) (4%) 23%

10 Goodwin 
Office founded: 2011 234 (16%) 63 7% 231 3 (13) (20%) 179%

11 Mayer Brown 
Office founded: 1895 291 (16%) 91 6% 261 30 (4) (4%) 19%

12 Milbank 
Office founded: 1979 174 (7%) 35 10% (4) (11%) 51%

13 Weil 
Office founded: 1996 225 (2%) 45 7% 215 10 (3) (7%) 29%

14 Skadden 
Office founded: 1988 233 (26%) 33 6% 168 65 (2) (6%) 56%

=15 Jones Day 
Office founded: 1986 156 (-1%) 51 6% 154 2 (2) (4%) -23%

=15 Sidley 
Office founded: 1974 212 (28%) 44 0% 186 26 (2) (9%) 24%

=17 Squire Patton Boggs 
Office founded: 1991 161 (7%) 55 3% (3) (5%) -1%

=17 Willkie Farr & Gallagher 
Office founded: 1988 135 (27%) 35 8% 103 32 (0) (0%) n/a

19 Akin Gump 
Office founded: 1997 152 (9%) 49 5% 124 28 (2) (4%) 65%

20 Dechert
Office founded: 1972 177 (21%) 53 0% 157 20 (2) (4%) 7%

21 Ropes & Gray 
Office founded: 2009 173 (6%) 30 0% 116 57 (1) (3%) 20%

22 Paul Hastings 
Office founded: 1997 150 (0%) 53 0% 132 18 (0) (0%) 61%

23 Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan  
Office founded: 2008 98 (3%) 26 15% 98 0 (1) (4%) 85%

24 Orrick 
Office founded: 1998 120 (8%) 34 8% 109 11 (2) (6%) 26%

25 Shearman & Sterling 
Office founded: 1972 139 (-5%) 31 0% 127 12 (1) (3%) -27%



In association with Mayer Brown

March/April 2023 Legal Business 57

TOP 50  (1-25)

Global  
London  
rank by  
no. of 
lawyers

Firm name
Date founded

LONDON FEE-EARNERS PARTNERSHIP GROWTH

Total fee- 
earners

(% change on 
previous year)

Total  
partners

% of  tier 
1 L500 

London 
rankings

English- 
qualified 
lawyers

Other 
qualified 
lawyers 
in office

Partner 
promotions 

in latest 
round

(as % of  
total 

London 
partners)

Change in 
London lawyer 

headcount 
2017-22

=26 Greenberg Traurig 
Office founded: 2009 132 (14%) 41 0% 128 4 2 (5%) (181%)

=26 WilmerHale 
Office founded: 1972 70 (8%) 12 17% 30 40 3 (25%) (0%)

28 Proskauer 
Office founded: 2007 131 (21%) 39 0% 6 (15%) (108%)

29 Vinson & Elkins 
Office founded: 1971 46 (-29%) 16 25% 41 5 2 (13%) (-15%)

30 Covington 
Office founded: 1988 130 (3%) 33 0% 113 17 3 (9%) (57%)

31 Cleary Gottlieb 
Office founded: 1971 128 (6%) 24 0% 111 17 2 (8%) (10%)

=32 Cadwalader 
Office founded: 1997 76 (19%) 26 11% 75 1 2 (8%) (19%)

=32 K&L Gates 
Office founded: 2005 123 (-3%) 50 0% 117 6 3 (6%) (-5%)

34 Gibson Dunn 
Office founded: 1979 119 (29%) 38 0% 112 7 1 (3%) (55%)

35 Cooley 
Office founded: 2015 115 (0%) 31 0% 107 8 1 (3%) (46%)

36 Morrison Foerster 
Office founded: 1980 106 (15%) 29 0% 84 22 1 (3%) (104%)

37 Fragomen 
Office founded: 2003 105 (n/a) 10 0% 83 22 2 (22%) (n/a)

38 Fried Frank 
Office founded: 1970 92 (11%) 25 0% 73 19 1 (4%) (88%)

=39 Baker Botts 
Office founded: 1998 43 (-7%) 15 13% 37 6 0 (0%) (26%)

=39 McDermott Will & Emery 
Office founded: 1998 91 (10%) 30 0% 77 14 0 (0%) (78%)

41 Morgan Lewis 
Office founded: 1981 87 (-5%) 45 0% 83 4 3 (7%) (10%)

42 Sullivan & Cromwell 
Office founded: 1972 76 (6%) 16 0% 48 28 0 (0%) (-11%)

43 King & Spalding 
Office founded: 2003 73 (7%) 32 0% 56 17 3 (9%) (53%)

44 Womble Bond Dickinson 
Office founded: 2003 64 (7%) 21 0% 63 1 0 (0%) (n/a)

45 Davis Polk 
Office founded: 1972 57 (-7%) 9 0% 27 30 1 (11%) (-2%)

46 Arnold & Porter 
Office founded: 1997 50 (-2%) 14 0% 48 2 0 (0%) (-28%)

47 Armstrong Teasdale  
Office founded: 2021 46 (10%) 23 0% 41 5 3 (13%) (n/a)

48 Brown Rudnick  
Office founded: 1997 45 (-29%) 26 0% 44 1 4 (14%) (15%)

49 Katten 
Office founded: 2005 44 (n/a) 17 0% 39 5 0 (0%) (n/a)

50 Steptoe & Johnson 
Office founded: 2001 40 (18%) 19 0% 31 9 1 (6%) (n/a)


